'|'_'-:': _"_ ; I'- --:1: !I b _J
I

Y, W THESHEEP'SBACK
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Managing a sustainable sheep enterprise

Key plank of sustainable is profitable

Lesson$rom 2017/18/19? (Tough starts to season)
Mated ewes are the engine room of the systems
Principles of feeding

Feed budgeting
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Lessons learned In poor seasons?

Ac¢ KA Yy 3 aturrbadevweMight, theyhappenedincrementally
ADid you recognisthe signs?
ADid you have trigger points?

A Did you act on these trigger points?



Next time- Theexit strategy

A If this season was overwhelmin@ome up with strategy before next
season

A Determinepotential stocking rate for a range of seasons
A What tactics are available?

A When will the tactics be employed?

A What & Who¢ mechanics of employing tactic

A Review, revise, repeat



Right Now Breeding Ewes

ABreedingewes
AGood condition = good yield potential
A Why?

A Increased Condition Score
=y, g22t 0Odzi
=y, O2YOSLIWIA2Y NI GSa

Whatoptions do you have to attain the result you want?



Condition score

Measure to manage



Condition Scoring

Condition scoring is eritical skill inpoor seasons

Condition Score 1

Condition Score 3

Condition Score 4

Condition Score 5

Backbone
The bones form a sharp namrow
ridge. Each vertebra can be easlly
felt as a bone under the skin .
There Is only a very small eye

The sheep Is quite thin
(virtually unsaleable).

rm a narrow ridge
but the points are rounded with
10 press between

eye muscle. Store cond
for wethers and lean meat.

Backbone

The vertebrae are only slightly
elevated abov

It Is possible to each rounded
bone but not to press between
thel

Ideal for most lamb markets

No excess fat).

Backbone

It Is possible to feel most vertebrae

with pre: back bone s a

smooth slightly raised ridge above
and the skin floats

overit.

muscles. A bustle
ar over the tail
INeconomic).

Short Ribs

The ends of th ribs are
very obvious. It Is easy to fedl the
squarish shape of the ends. Using
fingers spread 1cm apart, it feels
Iike the fingernall under the skin
with practically no covering.

Short Ribs

The ends of the short ribs are
rounded but It Is ex

between them. Using fingers
spread 0.5cms apart, the ends feel
rounded like finger ends. They ai
covered with flesh but it is easy
press under and between them.

Short Ribs
The ends of short ribs are well
ndad and filled In with muscle.
ing 4 fingers pressed tightly
together, It is possible to feel the
ds but not between
well covered and

Short Ribs

it s only possible to feef or sense
o tvio short ribs and only

possible to press under them with

difficulty. It feels like the side of

the palm, where maybe one end

can Just be sensed.

Short Ribs
artually impossible to feel
under the ends as the triangle
rmed by the long ribs and hip
bone is fifled with meat and fat.
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Ewe condition score at joining and
number of lambs born
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Ewe condition score at joining

Averageresponse is about 20 extra lambs per 100 ewes for an additional CS at joining
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Starting too fambehind will then effect survival
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Ewe condition score at lambing

www. lifetimewool.com.au




Principles of feeding

1. Energyc young & old sheep
Most limiting factor
Required for all body functions

2. Proteinc young sheep
Balanced diet
Growth & muscle development

3. Vitamins & Minerals



