
Nutrition & Management of your flock

Mark Allington

Icon Agriculture



Managing a sustainable sheep enterprise

Key plank of sustainable is profitable 

Lessons from 2017/18/19? (Tough starts to season)

Mated ewes are the engine room of the systems

Principles of feeding

Feed budgeting
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Lessons learned in poor seasons?

Å¢ƘƛƴƎǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ turn bad overnight, they happened incrementally

ÅDid you recognise the signs?

ÅDid you have trigger points? 

ÅDid you act on these trigger points?



Next time - The exit strategy

ÅIf this season was overwhelming - Come up with strategy before next 

season

ÅDetermine potential stocking rate for a range of seasons

ÅWhat tactics are available?

ÅWhen will the tactics be employed?

ÅWhat & Who ςmechanics of employing tactic

ÅReview, revise, repeat



Right Now - Breeding Ewes

ÅBreeding Ewes 

ÅGood condition = good yield potential

ÅWhy?

ÅIncreased Condition Score 
=ҧ ǿƻƻƭ Ŏǳǘ

=ҧ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ǊŀǘŜǎ

What options do you have to attain the result you want?



Condition score

Measure to manage



Condition scoring is a critical skill in poor seasons

Condition Scoring
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Average response is about 20 extra lambs per 100 ewes for an additional CS at joining
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5ƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ŀ ǇƻƻǊ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ŘƻǳōƭŜ ǳǇ



/{ {ŜǘΩǎ ǳǇ potential ςLamb Survival
Starting too far behind will then effect survival



Principles of feeding

1. Energy ςyoung & old sheep

Most limiting factor

Required for all body functions

2. Protein ςyoung sheep

Balanced diet

Growth & muscle development

3. Vitamins & Minerals


